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one's sins.   If we do not pay this debt, we shall be guilty in the
eyes of God and shall remain neither Hindus nor human beings.

A young man asked me what would happen to him if he
should be excommunicated for working for Antyaja uplift. I told
him that, if he had some standing in his community, I would
be very happy to hear that he wa .'excommunicated. But we are
not ready to sacrifice our position in society for such a cause. I
visited a place in Kathiawar where thousands of people gave
me the impression that they did not approve of the practice of
untouchability. When leaving the place, I asked a friend, who
is a very good worker, to visit it. He is a Brahmin, but he takes
with him an Antyaja child so that it may help him in his work.
That child is so clean in his habits that, upon seeing him, you
would not notice any difference between him and the cleanest
child among you. When I had asked those people to keep both
these with them, they had felt happy because they needed such
persons to serve the Antyajas of that town. But when the worker
and the Antyaja child went there, the person who had invited them
there got frightened and did not receive them. That was a moment
of trial for him and he was found wanting. He failed and be-
trayed his Hinduism. I expect courage from you at such a time.

Moreover, eradication of untouchability does not mean des-
truction of the varnashrama system. Surely, you ought to under-
stand this thing. It is not necessary for me, in order that I
may serve humanity, to eat in the company of any person or to
give my daughter in marriage to him. Neither Andrews1 nor
Shaukat Ali2 eats with me, and yet I look upon them as,more
than my blood-brothers. I cannot eat with Shaukat Ali because
he is a non-vegetarian. If I ate any type of food which Shau-
kat Ali regarded as forbidden, he too would not eat in my com-
pany, but that would make no difference at all to his love for
me. Restrictions about eating and marrying do not come in
the way of our serving others. Even if God should forbid me
to serve a living being, I would disobey Him. But let me clarify
a point further. I do not desire that you should eat or enter into
marriage ties with Antyajas or the Namasudras3, but I certainly
want you to maintain the relations with them which you do with
other Sudras. I have heard that Hindus do not accept water

1 Charles Freer Andrews (1871-1940); English missionary, author, educa-
tionist, and a close associate of Gandhiji

2 Shaukat AH (1873-1938); Muslim leader  who, along with his brother
Mahomed Ali, took a leading part in the Khilafat movement

3 A community in Bengal
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